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was pricked anew into an attempt to dress up the
Abandoned socialistic play by  his  interest   in
Grab's Independent Theatre movement, at that
time sorely in need of material from English
hands.  The result was " Widowers' Houses," the
first of the plays dubbed by him " pleasant and
unpleasant;" and whatever its defects, a plain
notification that  a man  to  reckon  with   had
stepped into the English theatre.   It was the first
gun in the long warfare in which, as he put it, he
fought the drama with plays; in other words, op-
posed current trash with that which appealed to
brains, taste,  and  conscience,  the   intellectual
theatre for which he, above all others in England,
was to stand.   This play-writing was to have a
period of obscurity both as book literature and
still more as stage product, as we have seen in
the opening chapter.   The Independent Theatre
appealed but to the cognoscenti, who were then
fewer even than they are now; the performances
at this pioneer venture in the theatre of intelli-
gence were at the best only a mcces d'estime.
cc Widowers* Houses" will be  examined  along
with the other pieces at the proper place; here
it is sufficient to register the interesting way intmeal; withl to call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